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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop an optimal organizational socialization system based on a systems
approach. To this end, Fars Regional Electric Company was evaluated within this framework, and practical
solutions and recommendations were subsequently proposed. In terms of purpose, the study is applied
research, while methodologically it adopts a case study design. The statistical population consisted of 77
newly recruited employees who joined the company between 2013 and 2019. Data were collected through
standardized questionnaires, semi-structured interviews, and document analysis. The collected data were
analyzed using textual content analysis, descriptive statistics (including mean, standard deviation,
skewness, and kurtosis), and inferential statistics, specifically the one-sample t-test. The findings revealed
that the proposed organizational socialization system comprises six major dimensions: contextual factors,
the socialization process, socialization content, socialization tactics, socialization agents, and organizational
socialization outcomes. Furthermore, the evaluation of this system at Fars Regional Electric Company
indicated unfavorable conditions with respect to key contextual factors, such as job characteristics and the
mechanistic organizational structure, as well as deficiencies in the organizational socialization process,
particularly during the pre-entry stage. In contrast, the content of organizational socialization was generally
evaluated as satisfactory, with the exception of employees' future career prospects. The findings also
demonstrated the adoption of a mixed set of organizational socialization tactics, the absence of retired
employees as socialization agents, and overall favorable organizational socialization outcomes. Finally, the
study offers practical recommendations and suggestions for future research.

Keywords: organizational socialization, newcomer socialization, organizational socialization process,
organizational socialization tactics
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Abstract:

This study aimed to develop a context-sensitive and locally grounded model for the effective training of
prison wardens in the Islamic Republic of Iran. In terms of purpose, the study was applied-developmental,
and methodologically, it employed an exploratory sequential mixed-methods design. In the qualitative
phase, systematic grounded theory, following the Corbin and Strauss approach, was used. The participants
comprised 21 experts, including nine university academics and 12 senior prison administrators or
experienced prison wardens, who were selected through purposive and theoretical sampling. Data were
collected through semi-structured interviews and analyzed using open, axial, and selective coding. The
trustworthiness of the findings was established through member checking and an assessment of coding
stability. In the second phase, the same 21 experts evaluated the pairwise relationships among the
components identified in the qualitative phase. Interpretive Structural Modeling was subsequently
employed to determine the interrelationships and hierarchical levels of the components, while MICMAC
analysis was used to examine their driving power and dependence. The qualitative analysis yielded 628
initial codes, 108 concepts, and 29 main and subcategories. Based on the paradigmatic model, deficiencies
in the existing training system, the gap between professional knowledge and practical skills, and the absence
of an effective evaluation system emerged as major factors influencing the training of prison wardens. The
final model organized the identified categories into causal conditions, the central phenomenon, contextual
and intervening conditions, strategies, and consequences. The results of the structural analysis further
indicated that trainer competence, the use of educational technologies, and managerial motivation possessed
strong driving power and played a foundational role in shaping and enhancing the effectiveness of the
training system. The findings suggest that effective training for prison wardens requires an integrated,
competency-based system aligned with the professional and organizational realities of prison
administration. The proposed model may provide a practical framework for redesigning training policies,
programmers, and processes, improving managerial decision-making and performance, and advancing the
correctional and rehabilitative objectives of the prison system.

Keywords: Effective training; Prison wardens; Grounded theory; Interpretive Structural Modeling.
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Abstract

The increasingly significance of the role of school principals in enhancing the quality of education as well
as the existing complexities of today's educational environment make the continuous development of
principals' competencies and skills an essential factor. Coaching, considered as an effective approach to
individual and organizational development, can play a significant role in improving school principals'
performance. However, limited research at the national level in Iran have been conducted on the key
components influencing coaching for the development of school principals. Therefore, the present study,
with the aim of investigating the components of coaching for the development of school principals (from
necessity to implementation), seeks to explain pathway of coaching for school principals. In terms of
purpose, this study is considered as applied research, and in terms of data collection, it adopts a qualitative
research design. The participants consisted of subject-matter experts (coaching specialists, school
principals, and university faculty members in related fields) and 12 participants were selected by purposive
sampling until theoretical saturation was achieved. The content analysis method was used for coding the
verbal data obtained in three stages and the main themes were extracted. The findings indicated that the
major components of coaching path for school principals’ development include: (1) the necessity and
significance of coaching for school principal development; (2) the organizational and legal framework; (3)
implementation prerequisites for coaching; (4) the individual and professional development of school
principals; (5) the outcomes and impacts of coaching; and (6) consideration of implementation challenges
and barriers. Furthermore, educational organizations can employ coaching as an functional tool for the
individual and professional development of school principals by creating legal frameworks and providing
the executive infrastructure. Moreover, school principals can utilize coaching in their interactions with staff
in order to create a supportive and motivating atmosphere that facilitates teachers' professional growth and
improves school performance.

Keywords: personal-professional development, coaching, school principals.
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Abstract

The presented study aims to identify key dimensions and components of blockchain technology in
education and to present a comprehensive framework for capacities that this technology could contribute
to educational systems. This study is considered applied-developmental in terms of purpose and is
gualitative with a meta- synthesis orientation. To this aim, articles on blockchain technology in education
published between 2020 and 2025 were collected from major scientific databases, including Google
Scholar, Elsevier, Web of Science, Emerald, and ATripleA. After conducting a systematic screening
process based on inclusion and exclusion criteria, 98 studies were selected for the purpose of analysis. Next,
documentary analysis was done using a three-stage coding procedure—open, axial, and selective coding—
with the aid of MAXQDA software. The data analysis process revealed three principal dimensions of
blockchain technology in education. The educational dimension highlights the management of teaching and
learning processes, personalized learning, assessment, credential verification, and educational accessibility.
The managerial dimension involves governance, organizational and financial management, and the
facilitation of institutional collaboration and stakeholder interaction. The security dimension encompasses
data security, privacy protection, traceability, monitoring, and the immutability of educational records. The
results indicate that blockchain technology, beyond its role as a technical tool, offers the potential to
transform educational, management, and accreditation processes as a transparent, secure, and decentralized
infrastructure. The establishment of educational systems on the basis of blockchain can develop a platform
for quality, inclusive, and sustainable education. In addition, it could create a ground for reducing
counterfeiting, strengthening privacy, and facilitating interaction educational stakeholders.

Keywords: blockchain, blockchain technology in education, blockchain-based education.
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Abstract

Managerial trustworthiness is considered as a key factor affecting the trust between employees and
manager. However, few studies have investigated the role and impact of trustworthiness in coaching. This
study examines the role of coach trustworthiness and as well as the mediating roles of three coaching
variables: willingness to trust, motivation to learn, and student perseverance. In this study a descriptive-
correlational approach was adopted using structural equation modeling. The sample included 365
participants and the data were collected by a structured questionnaire for which internal consistency by
Cronbach's o of 0.92 was confirmed. The collected data were analyzed using the maximum likelihood
method in AMOS software. The findings revealed that we could explain variations in trainees' trust in their
coaches by coach ttrustworthiness. In addition, among the trainee characteristics under study, only the effect
of motivation to learn on the couch’s trustworthiness towards the instructor was statistically significant.
This study presents a new structural equation model explaining the effect of coach honesty on coach
trustworthiness considering learning orientation as a mediating variable.

The practical value of this research involves raising awareness among senior managers and organizational
supervisors about the importance of fostering trust in employees.

Keywords: coaching, coach trustworthiness, honesty, propensity to trust, motivation to learn.
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Abstract

The present study aimed to design an in-service professional training model for teachers in organizations
based on MOOC. For this purpose, a grounded theory methodology along with the Strauss and Corbin
approach was used.

The population for this study included teachers, human resource experts from the Ministry of Education,
and subject area experts. The research data were collected through semi-structured individual interviews.
Finally, 18 individuals were selected through purposive theoretical sampling. The data were analyzed by
Strauss and Corbin (1990) three-stage coding procedure.

The findings indicate that the synergy of the elements of teachers' professional development, inspired by
MOOCs and emerging technologies, acts as the central phenomenon and individual, organizational, and
social contexts werev identified to be effective. Furthermore, the causal conditions included emerging
professional needs, changes in learning environments, enhancement of teachers' media literacy, and the
existence of constructive communication networks among teachers. The limiting conditions consisted of
individual, structural, and economic barriers. The key and effective strategies identified for the model
included organizational support and the establishment of incentive mechanisms, emphasizing self-directed
processes in professional development, and employing project-based strategies. Ultimately, the intended
implication for MOOC-based in-service professional development model was stated to be supporting
teachers' professional development by novel contexts for in-service learning.

Keywords: in-service training, MOOC, teachers' professional development.
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